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WHEN WE NEED GOD TO LISTEN 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

Mark 7:24-30 

 

The Syrophoenician Woman's Faith 

24 And from there he arose and went away to the region of Tyre and Sidon.[a] And he 

entered a house and did not want anyone to know, yet he could not be hidden. 

25 But immediately a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit heard of him 

and came and fell down at his feet. 26 Now the woman was a Gentile, a 

Syrophoenician by birth. And she begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 

27 And he said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not right to take the 

children's bread and throw it to the dogs.” 28 But she answered him, “Yes, Lord; yet 

even the dogs under the table eat the children's crumbs.” 29 And he said to her, “For 

this statement you may go your way; the demon has left your daughter.” 30 And she 

went home and found the child lying in bed and the demon gone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2015 

15TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 



 
2 

 

There are things we don’t understand. And one of them is a kind of silk. Normally, silk 

comes from the silkworm. But there is one other kind of silk, which comes from a 

different creature, and has been around for centuries. This silk comes from the saliva of 

a certain Mediterranean clam. One person in the whole world harvests its hardened 

saliva every spring. Her name is Chiara Vigo.  She is a Jewish woman. She lives on one 

of the islands of Sardinia off the coast of Italy. She is one of only a few who know how 

to weave silk from that hardened saliva. She is the only one who knows how to make 

that silk do something that we don’t understand.  

 

When her brown silk is exposed to sunlight, it shines like gold. It’s due to an ancient way 

of dyeing the silk, using lemon juice and certain spices. Princess Berenice, great-

granddaughter of King Herod, according to Chiara Vigo, brought this skill to Sardinia. 

She may be right. According to a Hebrew expert in Paris, Vigo is the last remnant of a 

people who practiced two religions:  that of the Jews and of the Phoenicians. 

 

Phoenicians? Wasn’t the woman we read about earlier a Phoenician? Yeah. A Syro-

Phoenician. Wasn’t she the one who was told something about dogs? Well, there are 

things we don’t understand, and gold silk from clams isn’t the only one. Another thing 

we don’t understand is what Jesus said to this woman about dogs. She had come to 

Jesus to beg Him to heal her little daughter of demon-possession. How did Jesus 

respond? “First, let the children eat all they want, for it is not right to take the children’s 

bread and toss it to their dogs.” Was Jesus calling this woman a dog? We don’t know. 

There are some things we don’t understand. It’s safe to say that this many centuries 

after Jesus’ conversation with this Syro-Phoenician woman, we may simply not 

understand what He was trying to say to her. 

 

It’s safe to say that Jesus would not be distracted from His mission. Jesus was going 

after the Jews to bring them back to God. He had only a short time in which to 

complete that mission. So, when He sent out His disciples two by two to cast out 

demons and heal every disease, He told them: “Do not go among the Gentiles or 

enter any town of the Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel.” (Matthew 10:5-

6)  
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The Syro-Phoenician woman and her daughter were not of Israel. They were Gentiles, 

not Jewish. The Jews were Jesus’ first priority at that moment. Why should He take the 

blessings He came to give to the Jews and give them instead to Gentiles like the Syro-

Phoenician woman and her daughter? Jesus didn’t seem to have time to listen to her.  

 

Yet, there are times when we need God to listen. The Syro-Phoenician woman needed 

Jesus to listen. Mothers and fathers who are praying for their children today need Jesus 

to listen. And as you and I pray for others as well as for our own needs, we need Jesus 

to listen. And by the way, God’s own people need to listen, too. Sometimes, we need 

to be Jesus’ ears. When folks share their hurts with us, when they share their personal 

stories with us, that’s not our cue to lecture them, to judge them, or tell them what we 

think they should do. Often what we should be doing in these situations is just listening.  

 

When folks think we are not listening, they may get the idea that God isn’t listening 

either. We, too, have those moments. At times it feels like God is not listening to us. We 

want Him to give answers to things we don’t understand. How it was possible to lose 

your home? How did your parents suddenly become so frail? Why did God let you fall 

down the stairs? Why isn’t there a cure for diabetes and Multiple Sclerosis? There are 

things we don’t understand. And because there are things in our lives we don’t 

understand, and they’re still there no matter how often we have prayed to God to fix 

them, we may clamp up, we may stop talking to Him. Because it occurs to us that 

God is not listening. So, what’s the use of trying to ask for His help? Or, someone else 

may get the idea that there’s no use asking God for help because of some comment 

we have made, some judgmental comment.  

 

Because of Jesus’ comment about dogs, the Syro-Phoenician woman may have 

thought there was no use in asking Jesus for help. He was just not going to listen to her. 

But for some reason, that did not stop her. For some reason, she did not clamp up or 

walk away. Instead, yet one more time she asked Jesus for help. “Yes, Lord, but even 

the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” Like the beggar Lazarus, she was 

willing to settle for the crumbs that fell from the Master’s table. If Jesus had some small, 

leftover crumb of a miracle, she would settle for that.  
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Why did she ask Jesus for help one more time? Because of what she believed about 

Jesus, and this is so important! She believed Jesus wanted her daughter to be healed 

of demon-possession. Just as Jesus wants every person to be healed, whether they 

have cancer or diabetes or Multiople Sclerosis or heart problems. Jesus wants every 

person to be whole, whether they are Jew or Gentile. The Syro-Phoenician woman 

had no guarantee that Jesus would heal her daughter right at that moment. But she 

believed that Jesus wanted her daughter to be whole and healthy, soul and body. 

 

That’s what Jesus’ mission was about. Jesus wasn’t sent to this earth to be a medical 

missionary, helping one person here and one person there. He was sent to inaugurate 

the kingdom of God in Israel. Jesus was sent so that His people Israel would become 

whole and healthy, both soul and body. This mission would take Him to the cross and 

the empty tomb, and nothing could be allowed to distract Him from doing that.  

 

Nevertheless, Jesus had been showing folks that the old barriers between Jew and 

Gentile were being erased by this coming reign of God. The old boundaries were 

being washed away. The old fences were being torn down. The old purity laws 

regarding washed hands and kosher food now stood fulfilled. No more were those old 

laws to be used to separate Jews from Gentiles, like this Syro-Phoenician woman. The 

dogs under the table were already sharing the children’s bread. Pretty soon dogs they 

would be treated as no more but as children, the very children of God. Because it 

wasn’t just Israel’s king who had come to this earth. The world’s true King had arrived, 

who had come to redeem, to restore, to renew all things and all peoples, to make all 

people whole.  

 

So, at the cross, as Jesus died, it was a Gentile, a Roman centurion, that said Jesus was 

truly the Son of God. From that moment on, what the Syro-Phoenician woman had 

believed regarding Gentiles would become the proclamation of the church: the King 

of the Jews was also the King of the Gentiles, the King of the whole world. And at the 

empty tomb when Mary Magdalene saw Jesus whole again both soul and body, 

standing in front of her in a body that cannot get sick or be injured or die, what the 

Syro-Phoenician woman believed would become the hope of every believer. Jesus 

wants us to be whole and healthy, both soul and body. And one day we will be. 
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Until then, there remain some things we don’t understand.  

 

Little Joey’s body is not healthy. Joey has a temperature, and his body aches. So, 

Grandpa and Grandma have come to Joey’s house to help out Joey’s mom and 

dad. Joey doesn’t understand what’s happening to him. All he knows is that he hurts. 

Grandpa says, “Joey, don’t try to figure it out.” Grandpa thinks some people try to find 

God in every little event in life. Grandpa says don’t. God is always with us, but 

Grandpa says we can’t explain God’s every way. Grandpa says, “Trust God, and 

don’t try to explain it.”  

 

There are things we can’t explain, things we don’t understand. But God is always with 

us, and one day we will be whole and healthy, through and through. So, we pray. 

Jesus is busy, but He listens. So, we pray. Not only do we pray, but we listen, too. We 

listen to the hurts of others. We listen to them talk about things we don’t understand.  

 

Because we don’t understand, we just listen to them, because Jesus listened to the 

Syro-Phoenician woman. We listen to their hurts and struggles without lecturing them, 

because Jesus listens to us and because we believe that Jesus loves them like He loves 

us.    

 

Amen 


